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Putri, Dwi Arifina. 2018., Perspectivization in The Guardian and The 
Huffington Post Articles on Public Caning of Homosexual Men in Aceh. 
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Cultural Studies, Universitas Brawijaya. Supervisor: Dr. Indah Winarni, M.A. 
 
Keywords: media discourse, perspectivization, news article, the guardian, the 
huffington post 
 
In this era, media has a crucial role in shaping public’s opinion or attitude 
towards certain issue. One of media genres which has become part of society is 
news article. News article represents information in different perspectives 
following the ideology believed by the writer. News article can be analyzed by 
using Renkema’s perspectivization theory through three approaches; vision, 
focalization and empathy. The aim of this research is to discover how the 
perspectivization is reflected in The Guardian and The Huffington Post articles 
about public caning of two homosexual men in Aceh province last May.  
The researcher investigated two online news articles by using qualitative 
approach which is focused on the textual content analysis in order to explain the 
ideological perspective differences of both writers in portraying the issue. The 
data were taken from both of the official news websites. 
The researcher found out that the ideological perspectives of both articles 
from The Guardian and The Huffington Post are clearly different. The writer of 
The Guardian’s article stands as a cons side which is shown by the usage of 
negative diction such as toxic, sinister, vicious and thuggish. Meanwhile, the 
writer of The Huffington Post’s article uses positive diction such as necessary, 
legitimacy, constitutionally valid, most definitive to show his pros side of the 
issue. As for the focalization, it is revealed that both of the writers did not involve 
themselves in the story but they only observed the issue from the outside. 























Putri, Dwi Arifina. 2018., Perspektivisasi Dalam Artikel The Guardian dan 
The Huffington Post Tentang Hukum Cambuk Terhadap Homoseksualitas di 
Aceh. Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra, Fakultas Ilmu 
Budaya, Universitas Brawijaya. Pembimbing: Dr. Indah Winarni, M.A. 
 
Kata kunci: wacana media, perspektivisasi, artikel berita, the guardian, the 
huffington post 
 
 Pada era ini, media mempunyai peran penting dalam membentuk sikap 
dan opini publik mengenai persoalan tertentu. Salah satu genre media yang sudah 
menjadi bagian dari masyarakat ada artikel berita. Artikel berita menyampaikan 
informasi dari sudut pandang yang berbeda-beda mengikuti ideologi yang 
dipercaya oleh penulis. Artikel berita dapat dianalisis menggunakan teori 
Perspektvisasi oleh Renkema melalui tiga pendekatan; visi, fokalisasi, dan empati. 
Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk menemukan bagaimana perspektivisasi terlihat 
dalam artikel di The Guardian dan The Huffington Post mengenai hukum cambuk 
terhadap dua pria homoseksual di provinsi Aceh bulan Mei lalu. 
Peneliti meneliti dua artikel berita online dengan menggunakan 
pendekatan kualitatif yang berfokus pada analisa tekstual dalam rangka untuk 
menjelaskan perbedaan sudut pandang ideologi kedua penulis dalam 
menyampaikan isu tersebut. Data penelitian ini diambil dari kedua situs web 
berita resmi. 
Peneliti menemukan bahwa pandangan kedua artikel dari The Guardian 
dan The Huffington Post sangatlah berbeda. Penulis artikel dari The Guardian 
berada pada sisi kontra yang terlihat pada penggunaan diksi negatif seperti toxic, 
sinister, vicious and thuggish. Sementara itu, penulis artikel dari The Huffington 
Post menggunakan diksi positif seperti necessary, legitimacy, constitutionally 
valid, most definitive untuk menunjukkan sisi pro terhadap isu tersebut. Untuk 
fokalisasi, terungkap bahwa kedua penulis tidak melibatkan diri dalam cerita 
namun mereka hanya mengamati dari luar. Selain itu, dalam kedua artikel, empati 
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 The focus of this chapter is on five points, namely Background of the Study, 
Problem of the Study, Objective of the Study, Significance of the Study and 
Definition of Key Terms. 
 
1.1 Background of the Study 
Perspective refers to a position from which a person views something (thing, 
person or event) and communicate his view. The concept of perspective in a 
discourse can be seen from how the writers denote the point of view from which 
they are writing. Writers usually talk about events or phenomena which they are 
involved in. However, sometimes those events involved other characters. This 
means that events and phenomena are not always represented by the same point of 
view. The point of view can move from the writer to the other characters. Sanders 
& Spooren (1997: 86) state that subjectivity is divided into two ways: as a 
connection to the speaker, which is called subjectification, or as a connection to 
others than the speaker, which is called perspectivization. 
By analyzing a discourse using perspectivization, it is possible to discover 
the way of the writer in viewing, understanding and portraying the topic which is 
being discussed. As it is stated by Yule (2010), analyzing language as a discourse 
would take more than just its structure, but also the context and possibly the hidden 
meaning behind each of the words. There are two types of discourse which is 




discourse is used in transactional process and written discourse is used for 
transference of information. One of the common form of written discourse that will 
also be used as the data in this research is news article. 
 News articles represent information in different perspectives following the 
ideology which is believed by the writer, the editor, or the media group owner. The 
news articles are aimed by the text producer to shape, create or change public’s 
opinion of an issue. It means that the text producers are able to manipulate what is 
actually said to maintain their ideologies. 
 Media discourse can be analyzed by using Renkema’s perspectivization 
theory which is taken from his book entitled Introduction of Discourse Studies 
(2004). He describes the concept of perspectivization in compared to cinematic art 
which is often made by defining perspective as the camera position. Renkema also 
points out how the camera position concept works to define perspectivization 
through three approaches; the ideological perspective (vision), the narrator’s 
perspective (focalization) and the speaker’s attitude (empathy). 
 There are two different news articles that will be analyzed in this research. 
The news articles are taken from two different foreign news portal, The Guardian 
and The Huffington Post. Those are chosen among numerous articles covering 
‘Public Caning on Homosexual Men in Aceh’ issue. They appear to be more 
representative in delivering information and opinion regarding the same issue.  
The Guardian is a British newspaper website covering local and 
international news for online global readers (www.theguardian.com). Meanwhile, 




and hyperlinks to news sources and columnists (www.huffingtonpost.com). In this 
research, the researcher chose one of The Guardian’s article entitled: The Public 
Flogging of Two Gay Men and What It Says About Indonesia’s Future and one of 
The Huffington Post’s article entitled: Caning of Gay Men in Aceh Not Necessarily 
The Exception to Indonesian Rule. 
 The researcher chose this topic because the implementation of Islamic Law 
in Aceh has become a hot global issue lately. A phenomenon that particularly 
caught global attention is the two young men in Aceh that were arrested and caned 
85 times by Aceh’s Law Constitution for practicing consensual gay sex in private. 
Aceh is a province in Indonesia located in the northern-most part of Sumatra with 
the Muslim population reached 97 percent of the entire population. Aceh is the only 
province in Indonesia that has implemented Islamic Law since 2001 after 
Indonesian government granted special autonomy allowing Aceh to implement 
sharia precepts in its cultural and educational affairs. The Islamic courts in Aceh 
have produced several Islamic laws (qanuns) to implement the law (Dja’far, M. A., 
2003). Qanun Jinayat is the revision of the implementation of Islamic Law. Qanun 
Jinayat No. 6/2014 criminalizes khamar (drinking liquor), maisir (gambling), 
khalwat (affectionate contact between an unmarried couple), mushadaqah 
(lesbianism) and liwat (gay relationships). While the stoning punishment has been 
revoked, the qanun still carries caning and paying penalties. Caning sentences vary 
from 40 to 200 strokes and penalties are between 40 and 2,000 grams of gold 




The implementation of Islamic law has been debated. The supporters see 
the implementation of Islamic Law in Aceh might be the best solution to resolve 
the conflict in Aceh and becomes the substance of Islamic law such as justice and 
prosperity for all (Bustamam-Ahmad, K. 2007). Meanwhile some people argue that 
the implementation of the Islamic Law only focuses on symbolic religious issues 
(such as the Islamic dress code, the Friday prayer, and fasting during Ramadan), 
and its introduction of public caning for petty offences are creating an image of 
sharia based more on violence than on social justice (Bustamam-Ahmad, K. 2007). 
The idea that homosexuality is a disease is widely shared in Indonesia. According 
to the report of International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (2007), 
many of them suffer the consequences of a severely homophobic society. They are 
often targeted for human rights abuses due to their sexual orientation. It is shown 
when police in Jakarta detained 141 men including several foreigners for allegedly 
taking part in a gay sex party in a sauna. Homosexuality is not illegal outside Aceh, 
they just can be charged under anti-pornography laws. Meanwhile in Aceh, men 
who violates the liwat (gay relationship) law will be caned for 100 strokes. 
 More specifically then, this research examines the ideological perspective 
differences reflected in both The Guardian and The Huffington Post articles 
regarding the same issue: Public Caning on Homosexual Men in Aceh. This 
research is conducted to see how both the writers of the media present the 






1.2 Problem of the Study 
According to the background of the study stated above, the problem of the 
study formulated by the researcher is how the perspectivization is reflected in The 
Guardian and The Huffington Post articles about public caning of homosexual men 
in Aceh. 
  
1.3 Objective of the Study 
According to the problem of the study, the objective of the study is to reveal 
how the perspectivization is reflected in The Guardian and The Huffington Post 
articles about public caning of homosexual men in Aceh.  
 
1.4 Significance of the Study 
The result of this study is also expected to be useful for the researcher and 
the readers in general, both theoretically and practically. 
1. Theoretically 
This study will give contribution in the field of linguistic study. This 
study will also enrich knowledge about Renkema’s perspectivization theory 
in a discourse analysis especially an analysis of media discourse related to 
the topic that has been presented in this study. 
2. Practically 
This study will help the readers to understand the perspectives of the 
writers in reading news articles so that they can avoid being misled by media 




1.5 Definition of Key Terms 
In order to avoid misunderstanding, the researcher defines several key terms 
that furthermore will be mentioned frequently: 
a. Media Discourse: News involving the whole discourse. Including its 
physical shape (van Djik, p.4) 
b. Perspectivization: A way to describe a situation by using different 
points of view (Renkema, 2004, p.127) 
c. The Guardian: a British daily newspaper website that provides local 
and international news for the online global readers 
d. The Huffington Post:  an American news-and-commentary website 
that provides news updates and hyperlinks to news sources and 
columnists. (www.britannica.com) 
e. Public Caning: a form of punishment where the convicted is beaten in 
public by a cane usually made of rattan to cause a humiliating 
experience for the convicted 
f. Homosexuality: sexual attraction or the tendency to direct sexual desire 






REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
2.1 Theoretical Frameworks 
2.1.1 Critical Discourse Analysis 
Critical Discourse Analysis is a particular form of discourse analysis which 
seeks to reveal the ideological ideas of text and talk. By performing a critical 
discourse analysis, we can unlock the ideologies and recover the social meanings 
expressed in discourse (Teo, 2000: 11).  Moreover, according to van Dijk (2001) 
Critical Discourse Analysis is a field that is concerned with studying and analyzing 
written and spoken texts to reveal the discursive sources of power, dominance, 
inequality and bias.   
 
2.1.2 Media Discourse 
The language of media has a big role in shaping society’s values and 
opinions. Following Fairclough (1995), Hardman state that a close examination of 
how text are produced is necessary to better understand ideologies of the media and 
how strength their influence is. He sees media discourse as a set of constraints in 
place upon text producers, which varies depending in the institution to which they 
belong. These constraints are described as a result of two types of pressure, 
centripetal pressure which is the need to reflect opinion) and centrifugal pressure 




is possible to disclose the position of how media text or talk produced to influence 
those who read or hear them. 
 
2.1.3 Perspectivization 
The concept of perspective in a discourse can be seen from how the writers 
denote the point of view from which they are writing. By analyzing a discourse 
using perspectivization, it is possible to examine how the writers of the news articles 
present the information and opinion about the issue.  
Renkema (2004, p.126) describes the concept of perspectivization in 
compared to cinematic art which is often made by defining perspective as the 
camera position. Compare the following examples. 
a. There was a man at the bar. The door opened. A woman and a child 
came in. 
b. There was a man at the bar. The door opened. A woman and a child 
walked inside. 
c. There was a man at the bar. He looked up when the door opened. A 
woman came in followed by a child. 
d. A woman opened the door for the child. He walked in and saw a man 
sitting at the bar. 
In (a) the narrator is present inside the bar. In (b) the narrator is apparently 
not inside the bar, otherwise the sentence would not have read “walked inside”. The 




from which he can see the man at the bar but not the people outside the door. In (c) 
the story is told from the man’s perspective and in (d) from the child’s perspective. 
Renkema (2004, p.127) points out how the camera position concept works 
to define perspectivization through three approaches. He defines perspective 
through the ideological perspective (vision), the narrator’s perspective 




Information can be presented from an ideological perspective: a system 
which is when text producers reporting information based on their own moral 
values. Renkema (2004, p.127) mentions an example of experimental research to 
show how two newspapers reporting on the same event can produce different 
reports. 
A group of journalists were asked to write a news story based on a fictitious 
event: a school teacher who was on the verge of being fired from her job at a 
Christian school for becoming pregnant out of wedlock. Afterwards, the journalists, 
who were not aware of the research goals, were given a questionnaire that asked 
their personal views concerning the issue. One question, for example, asked if firing 
the teacher was justified. By setting the investigation up in this manner, it was 
possible to ascertain that these personal views determined the way in which a given 
event was reported. Below is an example of differences in reporting. The material 




with the teacher. At a certain point in the conversation the teacher answered the 
question "Do they want to get rid of you?" as follows: 
Answer: “Yes, well, I find it difficult to comment on this, yeah, well, I don't 
think it is wise, with the dismissal and the atmosphere at school where everyone is 
turned against me.” 
This answer was worked into the articles in different ways. Compare the 
following accounts. 
a. The teacher has decided to wait and see what happens: "I find it difficult 
to comment on this. With the dismissal and the atmosphere at school 
where everyone is turned against me." 
b. The central figure in this controversy has no idea why she is being 
dismissed. 
Renkema (2004, p.128) explains that the first account was given by a 
reporter who, according to the questionnaire, was on the teacher's side. The 
hesitation in (20) is interpreted in a positive manner as being a wait-and-see attitude. 
The second account was given by a journalist whose position was neutral. The 
teacher is, nevertheless, portrayed in a more negative manner. In (a) the teacher is 
hesitant whereas in (b), it is stated that she really does not know why she is being 
fired. Based on the analysis of the investigation, it was shown that even journalists 








In focalization, there is a subject (the observer) and an object (something 
which is being observed). Renkema (2004, p.128) describes that the subject of the 
focalization is called the focalizer. This could be a narrator who is observing 
everything from an external viewpoint which is called an external focalizer. It 
could, however, also be a character in the story itself which is called a character-
bound focalizer.  
Compare the following examples. 
a. There was a man at the bar. The door opened. A woman and a child 
came in. 
b. There was a man at the bar. The door opened. A woman and a child 
walked inside. 
c. There was a man at the bar. He looked up when the door opened. A 
woman came in followed by a child. 
d. A woman opened the door for the child. He walked in and saw a man 
sitting at the bar. 
An entirely different approach is provided by perspective analysis which 
incorporates narrative theory. The narrator in (a) and (b) is the character in the story 
itself who witnesses everything. However, it could also be someone other than the 
individual who has witnessed or is witnessing the event. This is clear in (c) and (d) 




Focalization analysis helps determine from which observation point a story 
is being told and if, for example, a change of perspective has taken place. It also 
helps to determine how tension is built up in the story.  
 
2.1.3.3 Empathy 
Renkema (2004, p.129) also describes that empathy in discourse studies is 
used to describe the degree to which a speaker identifies with a person or object 
which is part of an event or condition that is described in a sentence. The term was 
introduced by Susumu Kuno (1987). He showed that empathy is expressed in the 
syntactic structure of a sentence. Compare the examples below. 
a. John hit Mary. 
b. John hit his wife. 
c. Mary's husband hit her. 
In (a), the empathy is almost equally divided. In (b), however, more 
empathy is directed towards John than Mary. One indication of this is that "John" 
is in the subject position; another is that Mary is labeled as John’s wife. In (c), the 
speaker identifies more with Mary than with her husband. Kuno concluded that if a 
possessive noun phrase, such as "Mary's husband", is used, the empathy will be 
closer to the referent of the possessive (Mary). 
 
2.2 Previous Studies 
 The researcher used two previous studies as references for the research. The 




Globe’s Articles on the Death Penalty for Australian Duo Bali Nine Ringleaders in 
2015” was conducted by Asri (2015). The similarity of Asri’s research and this 
research is the use of Renkema’s perspectivization theory. The main idea of Asri’s 
research is to find out the ideological perspective which is reflected in ABC 
Australia and The Jakarta Globe’s articles about the death penalty for Australian 
Duo Bali Nine Ringleaders. Meanwhile in this research, the main idea is to reveal 
the ideological perspective which is reflected in The Guardian and The Huffington 
Post regarding the public caning of homosexual men in Aceh. 
The second previous study entitled “Perspectivization in The Intercept and 
TheBlaze’s Online Articles About Travel Ban Involving Moslem in the United 
States” was conducted by Usamah (2017). The similarity of Usamah’s research and 
this research is the use of Renkema’s perspectivization theory as well. Meanwhile, 
the difference is from the main idea. Usamah tried to reveal the ideological 
perspective which is reflected in The Intercept and TheBlaze’s online articles about 








In this chapter, the researcher presents about the method that will be used in 
collecting and analyzing the data which contain research design, data sources, data 
collection and data analysis. 
 
2.1 Research Design 
 In conducting this research, the researcher used qualitative approach which 
is focused on the textual content analysis to explain the ideological perspective 
differences reflected in the way of both writers on delivering information and 
opinion about the related issue. As stated by Kirk and Miller (1986), qualitative is 
a specific tradition in social knowledge which fundamentally depends on how the 
societies in a circle interact by their own word. 
The issue which was analyzed by the researcher is the public caning of two 
Aceh men for practicing consensual gay sex. This issue has been debated and 
become one of hot global issues lately. Local and international media reported this 
issue based on their own ideological perspectives. The online news portals which 
were analyzed in this research are The Guardian and The Huffington Post. The 
researcher analyzed how the ideological perspective is reflected in both news 
articles through the three approaches of Renkema’s perspectivization theory (2004).
15 
 
2.2 Data Sources 
 The data of this research are in the form of words, phrases, sentences, of 
two news articles. The sources of the data are: 
a. The Guardian’s article entitled The Public Flogging of Two Gay Men 
and What It Says About Indonesia’s Future posted by Krithika Varagur 
on May 26, 2017. 
b. The Huffington Post’s article entitled Caning of Gay Men in Aceh Not 
Necessarily The Exception to Indonesian Rule posted by Daniel 
Peterson, Ph.D. on May 31, 2017. 
 
2.3 Data Collection 
 The researcher arranged several steps in collecting the data: 
a. Choosing the online articles related the main topic which is the public 
caning on homosexual men in Aceh. 
b. Reading the whole related online articles in The Guardian and The 
Huffington Post. 
c. Identifying and marking the words, phrases or clauses reflecting hidden 
ideological perspective in both articles using perspectivization theory. 
 
2.4 Data Analysis 
 The researcher applied some steps in analyzing the data of the research: 
a. The researcher analyzed the data using perspectivization theory by 




reflecting hidden ideological perspective using three approaches of 
perspectivization: vision, focalization and empathy. 
b. The researcher interpreted the ideological perspective of each articles 
whether they stand as pros, cons or neutral by identifying the data that 
indicated the perspectivization approach: vision. 
c. The researcher analyzed the position from which the writer of both 
articles see the issue, whether they are character-bound focalizer or 
external focalizer by identifying the data that indicated the 
perspectivization approach: focalization. 
d. The researcher identified the subject or the object that is being main 
focus of each articles by showing the data that indicated the 
perspectivization approach: empathy. 
e. The researcher arranged the analysis of the three approaches of 
perspectivization: vision, focalization and empathy into each table 
representing both articles. 
The sample tables are as the following. 
 
2.4.1 Table of Finding in the Analysis of Article 1 from The Guardian 
No. Datum Vision Focalization Empathy 
1.     







2.4.2 Table of Finding in the Analysis of Article 2 from The Huffington 
Post 
No. Datum Vision Focalization Empathy 
1.     
2.     
 





FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter consists of finding, the analysis of the finding and the 
discussion using three approaches of Renkema’s perspectivization theory (2004): 
vision, focalization and empathy. 
 
4.1  Finding 
 The finding are in the form of words and sentences from the two articles to 
find out the ideological perspective differences of both writers in reporting the 
information regarding the issue. The first article was taken from the Guardian while 
the second articles was taken from The Huffington Post. The researcher answered 
the research question by analyzing the data using Renkema’s perspectivization 
theory. The researcher also used tables to show the finding from each articles. 
 
4.1.1 Finding and Analysis of Article from The Guardian 
 The researcher analyzed the first data which was taken from an article in 
The Guardian entitled The Public Flogging of Two Gay Men and What It Says About 
Indonesia’s Future written by Krithika Varagur on May 26, 2017. To show the 





4.1.1 Table of Finding of Article 1 from The Guardian 
No. Datum Vision Focalization Empathy 
1. 7 CONS External focalizer Aceh 
2. 8 CONS External focalizer Aceh and Indonesia 
3. 10 CONS Character-bound focalizer A Muslim rival 
4. 12 NEUTRAL External focalizer Religious people 
5. 14 CONS External focalizer FPI 
6. 17 CONS External focalizer The observers 
7. 18 CONS External focalizer FPI’s thuggish antics 
8. 20 CONS Character-bound focalizer The convicted 
9. 21 NEUTRAL Character-bound focalizer FPI members 
10. 25 CONS External focalizer Riza and a transgender 
woman 
 
1. Datum 7 
“What transpired in Aceh this week is, on one level, the logical 








The perspective of this sentence comes from the writer’s cons side 
about the sharia law in Aceh. She implicitly said that the 
implementation of sharia law has no longer been logic. She also 
showed her view by using negative diction ‘unruly’ to describe Aceh 
as the region that is difficult to control.  
b. Focalization 
The writer stands as the external focalizer. She positioned herself as 
the people who see the implementation of sharia law in Aceh from 
outside since she is not one of Aceh citizen members who directly 
experience the effect of the law. 
c. Empathy 
The empathy in this datum goes toward Aceh, which becomes the 
main subject of this article. It is also because the writer is talking 
about the sharia law in Aceh in this datum. 
 
2. Datum 8 
“But many believe that it is more sinister than that: that Aceh’s visible 
conservatism is an emblem of rising Islamism across Indonesia, where 
a toxic mix of religion and political opportunism has been percolating 







The ideological perspective comes from the cons side of the writer. 
She explicitly says that Aceh’s conservatism is the harmful cause to 
Indonesia’s opportunism by stating ‘toxic mix of religion and 
political’. Her cons side is also proven by the use of the word 
‘sinister’ in her statement. 
b. Focalization 
The writer in this datum becomes the character-bound focalizer 
because she positioned herself as one of people who believe that 
Aceh’s conservatism is the cause of toxic mix of religion and 
political opportunism in Indonesia. It is shown by the subject ‘many’ 
she mentioned in the beginning of her statement. 
c. Empathy 
In this datum, the writer expressed empathy toward both Aceh and 
Indonesia since the two of them is mentioned equally as the causality 
relationship. 
 
3. Datum 10 
“It triggered a vicious, racially charged fight against him that led to his 
sound defeat by a Muslim rival and a court appearance.” 
The pronoun ‘him’ and ‘his’ in this datum refer to Ahok, a Christian 
Governor Jakarta who questioned the legitimacy of a Qur’anic verse 





The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s cons side. The 
writer’s view is explicitly shown by the usage of negative diction 
such as vicious. She also tries to convince the readers that there is a 
Muslim rival who is racist because he charged fight against Ahok 
who is implicitly described as a victim of Islamic majority in 
Indonesia. 
b. Focalization 
The writer in this datum is an external focalizer because she is not 
directly involved in the story. The writer explicitly judges Muslim 
people in Indonesia who fight against a Christian Governor as racist 
and vicious people. 
c. Empathy 
The empathy in this datum goes toward a Muslim rival than Ahok 
(the pronoun him and his) because the Muslim rival becomes the 
main subject in the story. 
 
4. Datum 12 
“When the media and press became free in 1998, after the fall of 
Suharto, conservative and religious voices were finally allowed to 







The ideological perspective from the writer’s position is neutral. The 
writer states a fact about the conservative and religious voices finally 
allowed to proliferate after media became free in 1998. Although the 
position is neutral, the writer portray a sarcastic point about 
conservative and religious people who often state their opinion 
louder than government. 
b. Focalization 
The writer acts as the external focalizer who states that conservative 
and religious voices finally allowed to proliferate after media 
became free in 1998. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expresses the empathy toward more the conservative and 
religious people who spoke louder than the state-controlled liberal 
rhetoric. 
 
5. Datum 14 
“But its prominence didn’t come from nowhere; the group has been 
cannily opportunistic in helping vulnerable people at inflection points 
such as the 2004 tsunami.” 







The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s cons side. The 
writer explicitly expressed the cons side toward FPI which is 
portrayed as the group that has been helping vulnerable people but 
the negative diction ‘cannily opportunistic’ made the statement 
sounds sarcastic. 
b. Focalization 
The writer stands as the external focalizer since she only observes 
the story from the surface. Meanwhile, the FPI is the character-
bound focalizer in the story. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expresses the empathy toward the FPI since it has become 
the main subject from the beginning of the statement. 
 
6. Datum 17 
“The question many observers ask is whether this decision was a 
successful containment measure or a dangerous precedent for the values 
that can be accommodated within an Indonesian province.” 
The decision in this datum refers to Aceh that was granted a special 
autonomy by Indonesian government to apply sharia law in 2001. 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s cons side. The 




implementation of sharia might be a good decision or not. She 
implied the uncertainty by stating the decision of the special 
autonomy for Aceh to implement sharia law might become a 
dangerous precedent to Aceh itself in the future.  
b. Focalization 
The writer stands as the external focalizer as she was referring the 
statement is the question that many observers ask about the 
implementation of sharia law in Aceh. The observers themselves are 
the character-bound focalizer in the story.  
c. Empathy 
The writer expresses the empathy toward the observers since the 
observers act as the main subject in the whole statement. 
 
7. Datum 18 
“Although there has been sharia for more than a decade, it was FPI’s 
thuggish antics that made homosexuality a hot-button issue, according 
to Riza.” 
Riza, or Faisal Riza, in this datum is one of Acehnese gay rights 
activists. 
a. Vision 
The writer is on the cons side of the anti-homosexuality in Indonesia. 
Her view is supported by the statement made by Riza who was 




‘FPI’s thuggish antics that started to make homosexuality a hot-
button issue’ although sharia law has been implemented for more 
than a decade in Aceh. 
b. Focalization 
The writer acts as the external focalizer in the story. Meanwhile, 
Riza is the character-bound focalizer since he directly experience the 
widespread ‘gay panic’ issue in Aceh. 
c. Empathy 
The empathy of the story expressed equally toward both FPI’s 
thuggish antics and Riza. FPI’s thuggish antics in the datum act as 
the subject of the story. Then, the empathy moved to Riza, 
mentioned at the end of the datum, as another subject who actually 
made the statement. 
 
8. Datum 20 
“The convicted adulterers, dressed in mismatched skirts and tunics, 
shielding their faces with nylon hijabs as they entered the jeering 
crowd.” 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s cons side. It is 
proven on how the writer portrayed the convicted as the victims who 




jeered them before they were struck. The writer also implicitly 
portrayed the jeering crowd as the antagonist subject in the story. 
b. Focalization 
The writer acts as the character-bound focalizer since the writer 
involves herself in the story. She explicitly exposed the detail of 
what the character wore and how the situation occurred at that 
moment. She implied herself as the direct viewer of the 
phenomenon.  
c. Empathy 
The writer expressed the empathy toward the convicted adulterers 
as they have become the main subject since the beginning of the 
story. 
 
9. Datum 21 
“FPI members had earlier unfurled a banner in front of the stage that 
proclaimed their willingness to be sacrificed to protect the Qur’an.” 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective from the writer’s position is neutral. The 
writer implicitly expresses her view by stating that before the 
execution of sharia law, FPI members claimed in public that they 







The writer is the character-bound focalizer since the writer involves 
herself in the story. Her statement showed that she witnessed the 
execution and how she explicitly exposed the situation occurred at 
the moment in detail. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expressed the empathy toward the FPI members as they 
have become the main subject since the beginning of the story. 
 
10. Datum 25 
“There was, Riza pointed out, a brave transgender woman at the caning 
ceremony, who showed up as a form of protest and walked out, 
unruffled, when the sharia police pressured her to leave the premises.” 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s cons side. The 
writer mentioned, as Riza pointed out, a transgender woman showed 
up before the execution, is portrayed as brave. Meanwhile the sharia 
police who were going to execute the punishment is portrayed as 
antagonist character, simply indicated by the word ‘pressure’ in 








The writer acts as the external focalizer since the writer does not 
involve herself in the story. Meanwhile, the character-bound 
focalizer is Riza who pointed out the phenomenon. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expresses the empathy equally toward Riza and the brave 
transgender woman. It is because Riza is the main subject who 
witnessed and gave the statement. Meanwhile, the transgender 
woman is the main subject and the protagonist character in the story 
until the end. 
 
4.1.2 Finding and Analysis of Article from The Huffington Post 
 The researcher analyzed the second data which was taken from an article 
in The Huffington Post entitled Caning of Gay Men in Aceh Not Necessarily The 
Exception to Indonesian Rule written by Daniel Peterson, Ph.D. on May 31, 2017. 
To show the overall finding of the data, the researcher used the table below: 
4.1.2 Table of Finding of Article 1 from The Huffington Post 
No. Datum Vision Focalization Empathy 
1. 4 CONS External focalizer Indonesian people 
2. 8 PROS External focalizer Aceh 




4. 14 PROS External focalizer Indonesia 
5. 16 PROS External focalizer Aceh 
6. 19 PROS External focalizer Aceh 
7. 21 PROS External focalizer The court 
8. 23 NEUTRAL External focalizer The critics 
9. 25 PROS External focalizer The court 
10. 26 PROS External focalizer The court 
  
1. Datum 4 
“While some may find comfort in the fact that Indonesia’s national 
criminal code is not as draconian and invasive as Aceh’s, the underlying 
ideological issue remains the same nationwide: contemporary 
Indonesia is heading down the path of conservative Sunni Islamism.” 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s cons side. It is 
shown in several negative diction used by the writers such as 
draconian and invasive to describe Aceh’s criminal code. The 
writer’s view of the issue also shown by the clause contemporary 







The writer acts as the external focalizer since she does not involve 
himself in the story. The character-bound focalizer in the datum is 
Indonesian people that is referred by the pronoun some. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expresses the empathy toward the Indonesian people 
because in the statement, they are being convinced that Indonesia 
might be heading down the path of Sunni Islamism. 
 
2. Datum 8 
“But these calls will almost certainly go unheeded, because, from a 
legal perspective, Aceh’s criminal code is not necessarily 
unconstitutional.” 
These calls refer to the decision to cane the two gay men in order to 
uphold Indonesia’s commitment to universal human rights standards. 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s pros sides. The 
writer explicitly claim that from a legal perspective, despite the calls 
and critics from international human rights organization to 








The writers act as the external focalizer in this datum. Meanwhile, 
the character-bound focalizer is Aceh whose criminal code is 
claimed to be valid constitutionally. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expressed the empathy toward Aceh which has become 
the main subject in the whole sentence. 
 
3. Datum 10 
“While the ruling received broad criticism from human rights groups, 
it remains the most definitive and recent authority on the status of 
individual human rights in Indonesia.” 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s pros sides. 
Aceh’s criminal code, despite being criticized from many human 
right groups, remains the most definitive and recent authority. The 
writer’s view is shown in the usage of positive diction used such as 
the most definitive and recent. 
b. Focalization 
The writer is the external focalizer. The character-bound focalizer in 
this datum is Aceh whose criminal code is claimed to be the most 






The writer expressed the empathy toward Aceh because it is the 
main subject that is being discussed in the sentence. 
 
4. Datum 14 
“As Indonesia is a religious state, the court found that ‘religious values’ 
inform what makes a law good or bad.” 
a. Vision 
The writer obviously stands on the pros sides. The writer implicitly 
convince that the implementation of sharia law in Aceh is not 
completely wrong since Indonesia is a religious state. He also tries 
to convince, through the court’s statement, that religious values 
determine a law is a good law or a bad law. 
b. Focalization 
The writer in this datum acts as an external focalizer. Meanwhile the 
character-bound focalizer is the court since the court made the 
statement about Indonesia as a religious state. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expresses the empathy toward Indonesia since Indonesia 







5. Datum 16 
“Aceh’s criminal code arguably reflects the broader view in Acehnese 
society that corporal punishment is necessary to uphold local sharia-
based values.” 
a. Vision 
The writer obviously stands on the pros side of the implementation 
of sharia law in Aceh. The writer directly supports the issue that is 
proven by the word choice necessary. The writer explicitly convince 
the reader that Aceh’s criminal code is necessary to be applied 
because it reflects the broader view that corporal punishment 
upholds local sharia-based values. 
b. Focalization 
The writer acts as the external focalizer. He does not involve himself 
as the part of Acehnese society member, but as an observer. He 
explicitly tries to convince the readers with his strong opinion about 
the necessity of Aceh’s criminal code for Acehnese society. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expresses empathy toward Aceh since Aceh has become 








6. Datum 19 
“The second crucial point of the ruling was that while religion may be 
a private matter to some, the Constitutional Court endorsed a concept 
of religion forming the identity of a community or society.” 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s pros side. The 
writer supports the idea that implementation of sharia law in Aceh 
is necessary by mentioning and emphasizing another crucial point 
to the readers. He explicitly convinces them, through the 
Constitutional Court’s statement, that the concept of religion 
forming the identity of a community or society. 
b. Focalization 
The writer in this datum acts as the external focalizer. Meanwhile, 
the character-bound focalizer in this datum is the Constitutional 
Court who made the statement. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expresses the empathy toward Aceh as it has become the 
main subject since the beginning of the datum. 
 
7. Datum 21 
“It also legitimized the idea that a person’s religious identity is akin to 







The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s pros side. The 
writer supports the idea that implementation of sharia law in Aceh 
is necessary by emphasizing the idea using the word legitimized. He 
implies a meaning that his statement is reasonably accepted. He also 
explicitly supports his statement using the phrase akin to property to 
convince that a person’s religious identity is that valuable. 
b. Focalization 
The writer acts as the external focalizer. The character-bound 
focalizer is the court which is shown by the pronoun it. It refers to 
the court’s decision of the criminal code. 
c. Empathy 
The empathy of this datum is the court even though it is not 
mentioned explicitly directly in the statement but pronoun it is 
referred to the court’s decision. 
 
8. Datum 23 
“Again, critics have argued that the court conflated the need to 








The ideological perspective from the writer’s position is neutral. The 
writer implicitly expresses her view by restating the critics’ 
argument of the implementation of Aceh’s criminal code does not 
maintain public order but to pander to general public discontent. 
b. Focalization 
The writer acts as the external focalizer or the observer. The writer 
in this datum only restates the critics’ argument of the issue. 
Meanwhile, the critics are the character-bound focalizer in this 
datum. 
c. Empathy 
The empathy in this datum is the critics because they have become 
the main subject of the statement. 
 
9. Datum 25 
“Finally, the court stated that the Indonesian state had no obligation to 
ensure the domestic application of international human rights 
conventions.” 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s pros side. The 
writer emphasizes his view by restating the court’s statement that 
Indonesia had no obligation to accept the demands and to ensure the 





The writer acts as the external-focalizer. The character-bound 
focalizer in this datum is the court since the statement comes from 
the court. 
c. Empathy 
The writer expressed the empathy toward the court which becomes 
the main subject from the beginning. 
 
10. Datum 26 
“Rather, it held that Indonesia’s respect for various conventions and 
international law apparatuses, including human rights, must always be 
based on the philosophy and constitution of the Republic of Indonesia.” 
a. Vision 
The ideological perspective comes from the writer’s pros side. The 
writer tries to convince the readers by restating the court’s statement 
that every application of international human right law and 
conventions, who are the critics of the implementation of sharia law, 
must always be based the philosophy and constitution of Indonesia. 
b. Focalization 
The writer acts as the external focalizer. Meanwhile, the character-
bound focalizer of this datum is the court which made the statement 






The writer express empathy more toward the court than Indonesia 
since the court is the main subject of the whole datum. 
 
 In the vision analysis of data 1, the researcher found that 8 out of 10 
sentences that has been analyzed, the writer of the data 1 from The Guardian’s 
article stands as cons side of the implementation of sharia law in Aceh. Meanwhile 
the other two which are datum 12 and datum 21 stand from the writer’s neutral side. 
The 8 data that stand form the writer’s cons side are datum 7, datum 8, datum 10, 
datum 14, datum 17, datum 18, datum 20 and datum 25. 
 On the other hand, the ideological perspective shown in the data 2 from The 
Huffington Post’s article, the writer stands on the pros sides of the implementation 
of sharia law in Aceh. There are 8 data that indicated the pros side of the writer, 
they are datum 8, datum 10, datum 14, datum 16, datum 19, datum 21, datum 25 
and datum 26. The other 2 data are indicated as cons side which is datum 4 and 
neutral side which is datum 23. 
 In the focalization analysis, the researcher found that 7 out of 10 sentences 
in the data 1 are indicated as the external focalizer. They are datum 7, datum 8, 
datum 10, datum 12, datum 14, datum 17 and datum 18. The other 3 data are 
indicated as character-bound focalizer which are datum 8, datum 20 and datum 21. 
It is shown that the writer acts as the observer who sees the issue from the surface 
at the beginning and the middle of the story, but at the end she involves herself in 




that 10 out of 10 sentences in the data 2 are indicated as the external focalizer. It is 
simply shown that the writer acts as the observer in the whole story. 
 In the empathy analysis of data 1, the researcher found the main subject that 
is mostly being discussed are both Aceh and FPI. There are two sentences that use 
Aceh as the main focus which are shown in datum 7 and datum 8. Meanwhile, the 
sentences that use FPI as the main focus are datum 14 and datum 21. Beside Aceh 
and FPI, there are other subjects that become main focus on the other 6 datum. They 
are a Muslim rival in datum 10, religious people in datum 12, the observers in datum 
17, FPI’s thuggish antics in datum 18, the convicted in datum 20, Riza and a 
transgender woman equally being the main focus in datum 25. 
 On the other hand, the empathy analysis of data shows that Aceh becomes 
the main focus in most of the sentences. They are portrayed in datum 8, datum 10, 
datum 16 and datum 19. The second subject that becomes main focus in the article 
is the Constitutional Court which gives many positive statement about the necessity 
to implement sharia law in Aceh. They are portrayed in datum 21, datum 25, and 
datum 26. The other subjects that become the main focus of the article is Indonesian 




 From the analysis above, the researcher found that the ideological 
perspectives of The Guardian’s article written by Krithika Varagur and The 




article from The Guardian stands as the cons side of the implementation of sharia 
law in Aceh. Meanwhile, the second article from The Huffington Post stands as the 
pros sides of the issue. To make it clear, the researcher found several important 
points that need to be underlined. 
 The first article from the Guardian shows that the writer clearly stands on 
the cons side of the implementation of sharia law in Aceh. The writer began her 
writing by using a negative diction toxic in the phrase toxic mix of religion and 
political opportunism to define Islamism in Indonesia. The writer also reported the 
situation of the ceremony of caning execution of two gay men in Aceh by portraying 
them as the victims of the implementation of Islamic law in Aceh. The crowd who 
watched them are also portrayed as the strong yet cruel people who believe that 
homosexuality is a crime. 
 The writer of the first article also introduced Islamic Defenders Front (FPI) 
as a fringe group who are Islamic extremist. The writer implicitly showed sarcastic 
point to identify FPI which is proven by the usage of negative diction cannily in the 
phrase cannily opportunistic in helping vulnerable people. The phrase sounded 
sarcastic. The writer also supported his opinion by including the statements made 
by Faisal Riza who is one of Acehnese gay rights activists. Riza stated that FPI’s 
thuggish antics that made homosexuality a hot-button issue. She also used a 
negative diction thuggish antics to define FPI members who make a widespread 
‘gay panic’ issue in Aceh.  
To support her cons view, the writer also mentioned about a transgender 




premises by sharia police who were portrayed as antagonist characters. Besides, the 
writer also mentioned another ‘victim’ of the sharia law by mentioning Basuki 
Tjahaha Purnama, the Christian governor of Jakarta, who was jailed for blasphemy 
because he questioned the legitimacy of a Qur’anic verse about electing non-
Muslim leaders. The writer portrayed him as the victim of sharia law and Muslim 
majority in Indonesia. 
 On the other hand, the second article from The Huffington Post shows that 
the writer stands on the pros side of the implementation of sharia law in Aceh. Even 
though his positive view is not clear enough shown at the beginning of the article, 
the writer later show his view by using several positive diction such as necessary, 
legitimacy, constitutionally valid, most definitive and recent. The writer tries to 
restating the critics’ argument about the issue. He mentioned the critics’ arguments 
such as Aceh’s criminal code is draconian and invasive. He also restated the critics’ 
argument which is contemporary Indonesia is heading down the path of 
conservative Sunni Islamism. Yet, in the end, he counter-attacked their arguments 
with his strong opinion which was also supported by the official statements of the 
Constitutional Court. 
 For example, when human rights group judged the public caning 
punishment as ‘medieval torture’. He counter-attacked by stating that from a legal 
perspective, Aceh’s criminal code is not necessarily unconstitutional. And then, 
when the critics argued that the court’s decision prioritized the rights of religious 
ideas over the rights of individual adherent, he counter-attacked by stating a 




 The beginning of the second article might indicate the writer stands on the 
cons side. But actually, the writer including several arguments of the critics in 
purpose to counter-attack them with his strong opinion at the end to support the 
implementation of sharia law in Aceh. The way of the writer of the second article 
to deliver his opinion regarding the issue is different with the way of the writer of 
the first article delivers his opinion by directly showing his cons side from the very 




CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
 In this chapter, after analyzing the data, the researcher draws the conclusion 
of the data analysis and gives suggestions to further researchers. 
 
5.1 Conclusion 
 After analyzing the data, the researcher found that both articles have 
different perspectives in reporting the same issue. Although both of the articles 
discuss about the public caning of homosexual men in Aceh, they have different 
ways to deliver information about the phenomenon to the readers. To answer the 
research question which is: how the perspectivization is reflected in The Guardian 
and The Huffington Post articles on public caning of homosexual men in Aceh, the 
researcher drew conclusion of the data analysis. 
 The first article from the Guardian showed that the writer clearly stands on 
the cons side of the implementation of sharia law in Aceh. She began her writing 
by including the live reports of the execution of the two convicts in detail. It could 
be seen from how she described the exact time of the execution, the atmosphere of 
the crowds, or even the outfits of the executioner. She also included several short 
interviews of the audiences who watched the execution. She supported her cons 
side of the implementation of sharia law by including several cases that were related 
to the issue. One of the case is about the former governor of Jakarta, Ahok, who 




statement of Human Rights Watch Indonesia which is ‘Sharia is contagious’. It can 
be seen that the writer of the first article barely talked about the event of the 
execution of the two homosexual men in Aceh. She mostly included statements of 
several gay right activists to express her cons side of how the widespread of ‘gay 
panic’ in Indonesia has violated the rights of the LGBT community in Indonesia. 
 Meanwhile, in the second article, the writer stands on the pros side of the 
issue. At the beginning of the articles, the writer also included Ahok’s blasphemy 
case. He also stated that homosexuality is not illegal in Indonesia. He also explained 
in detail about Aceh’s criminal code, Qanun Jinayat that prohibits sodomy and the 
penalty for the convicts. Not so different from the first articles, the writer of the 
secon articles also included several arguments of the human right groups related to 
the issue. In almost half of the articles, he explained about why people disagree of 
the practice of caning of the two homosexual men or how people disagree about the 
implementation of sharia law in Aceh. He showed his pros side later by stating that 
Aceh’s criminal code is necessary to uphold local sharia-based values since 
Indonesia is a religious state based on the principle of One Almighty God. It can 
clearly be seen from the second article, the writer tends to show his opinion by 
including detail explanation related to the topic which was being talked about. He 
also included several arguments from the cons side, but then he counter-attacked 
them with his opinion regarding the issue by including some supports which were 







This research is limited to examine how the ideological perspective 
differences of a particular issue is reflected in a certain media genre which is news 
article. This research also do not examine the issue from the boarder framework, 
but only a textual content analysis using Renkema’s perspectivization theory.  
Future studies will be able to examine the ideological perspective 
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